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*HYMN OF GATHERING     We Are Marching
We are marching in the light of God,

We are marching in the light of God.

We are marching in the light of God.

We are marching,

Oo, we are marching in the light of God.

2. . . .dancing

                            3. . . .singing

4. . . .praying

WORDS OF WELCOME

CHORAL INTROIT

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CALL TO WORSHIP

This Psalm is an acrostic wisdom psalm. Each line begins with a letter of the Hebrew alphabet. The psalm teaches that our actions have consequences. The psalmist praises the righteous, those who act justly. They are not broken by adversity, but are secure in God. Righteousness endures.

Psalm 112:1-10

Hallelujah! Blessed man, blessed woman, who fear God, 

Who cherish and relish God’s commandments, 

Their children robust on the earth, 

And the homes of the upright - how blessed! 

Their houses brim with wealth 

And a generosity that never runs dry. 

Sunrise breaks through the darkness for good people 

God's grace and mercy and justice! 
The good person is generous and lends lavishly; 

No shuffling or stumbling around for this one, 

But a sterling and solid and lasting reputation. 

Unfazed by rumor and gossip, 

Heart ready, trusting in God, 

Spirit firm, unperturbed,

Ever blessed, relaxed among enemies,

They lavish gifts on the poor

A generosity that goes on, and on, and on. 
An honored life! A beautiful life!  

Someone wicked takes one look and rages, 

Blusters away but ends up speechless. 

There's nothing to the dreams of the wicked. Nothing!
PRAYER OF INVOCATION

Our hearts lie open before you,

God of love, God of mercy:

All that we are, all that you call us to be.

Our deepest yearnings rise before you,

God of wonderment, God of soul:

All that we are, all that you call us to be.

Our adoration is reserved for you alone,

God of beauty, God of grace:

All that we are, all that you call us to be.     

(silence)

Through this time of worship,

renew within us the vision of your beauty,

restoring our own gift of radiance:

All that we are, all that you call us to be.

In the name of Christ, through the love of the Spirit.
Amen. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER (Debts, Debtors)

*GLORIA PATRI

#813

CHILDREN'S MOMENT

OFFERING

   Invitation

   Offertory Anthem       Remember Me
    Doxology

                       #815

   * Prayer of Dedication of Ourselves and  

      Our Gifts(Unison)

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Generous God, we have had many gifts placed into our hands.   Receive the gifts we offer as a sign of our gratitude and our willingness to share.  Amen.
HEBREW SCRIPTURES Isaiah 58:1-9a (9b-12)  Pg. 704
Isaiah reminds us that performing religious practices without changing one’s behavior toward God’s ways is not enough. During the exile in Babylon, the Hebrew people developed customs of fasting since they could no longer fulfill the obligation of temple sacrifices. Here God says that fasting does no good if it does not change people’s hearts. True fasting is to free those who are oppressed, to care for those who are hungry and homeless, and to work to bring justice. When that happens, God’s light shines in the world and the exiles (including you and me) will be restored.

* HYMN
O For a Thousand Tongues                     No. 371 

                                                (Celebration Hymnal)
LETTER TO THE FIRST CHURCH
1Corinthians 2:1-12 (13-16)      Pg. 158
Paul continues to reflect on wisdom and what it means to have the mind of Christ. It is God’s Spirit that helps us understand how to live according to God’s law. Loving God is the way to become wise. 

GOSPEL READING
Matthew 5:13-20             Pg. 4
Jesus is accused by the scribes and Pharisees of not keeping God’s law, but he is faithful to the law’s intent. Jesus calls followers to live righteous lives, showing justice and mercy to all. Those who break God’s law and teach others through their speech and actions are least in God’s realm; they are not banished from God’s reign, but are called upon to change and be restored to a right relationship. The concern of the scribes and Pharisees was obedience to God’s law. Jesus’ followers must be just as whole-hearted in following the intent and spirit of the law

SERMON
Why We Are Here
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COMMUNION:

   Invitation:   United Church of Christ



   Statement of Faith

All:  We believe in you, O God, Eternal Spirit, God of our Savior Jesus Christ and our God, and to your deeds we testify:
Men: You call the worlds into being, create persons in your own image, and set before each one the ways of life and death.
Women: You seek in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin.


Men: You judge people and nations by your righteous will declared through prophets and apostles.
Women: In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Savior, you have come to us and shared our common lot, conquering sin and death and reconciling the world to yourself.
Men: You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the church of Jesus Christ, binding in covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues, and races.
Women: You call us into your church to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, to be your servants in the service of others, to proclaim the gospel to all the world and resist the powers of evil, to share in Christ's baptism and eat at his table, to join him in his passion and victory.
Men: You promise to all who trust you forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace, courage in the struggle for justice and peace, your presence in trial and rejoicing, and eternal life in your realm which has no end.
All:  Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto you. Amen.
Call to Confession:
Holy One,

you who created with passion and care 

all great artists,

you have enflamed our lives

with the image of your very being.

We honestly say that this day

That we relinquish our faith 
or mislay our belief too often.
Prayer of Confession:

For the times 

we needlessly punish ourselves and others,

not responding  to inviting words of grace.

Open us. Heal us. Restore us.      

For the times 

we doubt the call to be all we are

through expansive, accepting love of Christ.

Open us. Heal us. Restore us. 

And for the times

we hide the treasures we have been given,

fearing the crowd’s silence

rather than loving the joy of expression.

Open us. Heal us. Restore us.                  

Assurance of Forgiveness:

Jesus, face of God,

Holy mystery.

Truth beyond what we’ve conceived,

bold reality.

Jesus, word of God,

Heaven’s poetry,

wisdom born beyond our minds,

divine humanity.

Jesus, heart of God,

pierced on Calvary.

Love beyond imagining,

Heaven’s majesty.

Jesus, song of God,

Spirit’s melody

sounding deep within our heart’s

transforming harmony.

Holy mystery.
Receiving the Elements:

As the elements are passed–please do not serve yourself! Please allow someone else to hold the tray for you to select your bread and juice. 
JOYS AND CONCERNS

PERSONAL PRAYER (A full minute of silence)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

   AND PASTORAL PRAYER

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

Hear our prayer, O Lord, Hear our prayer, O Lord,

Incline Thine ear to us, and grant us Thy peace.  Amen.
BLESSING OF THE PRAYER SHAWLS
* HYMN OF DEPARTURE Blest Be The Tie That Binds
                                                                          (Celebration)  No. 426
(Please join hands as we sing verse 1)
* BLESSING  

We have been illumined by sacred stories, 

the faithful witness of this community,

and the abiding love of God.

We will share the light that is within 

to bring greater healing and peace to our world. 

God’s loving presence,

Christ’s enduring grace,

and Spirit’s power go with you.

Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE# 454 (Red)


Come and fill our homes with Your presence;


You alone are worth of our reverence.


As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.


As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.


As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.


We will serve the Lord.
ORGAN POSTLUDE
*Those who are able, may stand.
All  The People, The Ministers

Reverend Frank Groggett, Pastor

Gary Grimes, Student Minister

Kristine Stack, Director of Music & Organist

Etta Brockney, Treasurer

Judy Snyder, Clerk

Jean Fillion, Moderator

Ronald C. Wisner, Custodian

Nancy Martins, Administrative Assistant 
& Financial Secretary
~~OFFICE HOURS~~
The office will be open 
Monday through Friday from 8:00am – 12:00pm.
Church phones:  583-3339 and 583-6834
Fax:413-583-3397
e-mail address:  office@ludlowfirst.com
website:  www.ludlowfirst.com
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Welcome to First Church!   We hope that you enjoy your morning here. Guests and newcomers are invited to sign our guest book near the front door. Please include your full address and leave your phone number if you would like a visit or fill out a card from the pew hook in front of you and place it in the collection plate.  Following this service of worship you are all invited to gather downstairs in Fellowship Hall for fellowship and refreshments.
+The Deacon this morning is Robin Grimes
+The Reader today is Linda Shaffer.
TODAY

+As on each Communion Sunday the loose offering goes to the Deacon’s Fund for charitable work in the Church & Community.  Please be assured that we serve only unfermented grape juice.
+Thanks to everyone who brought in food for the Survival Center.

this week
Tues. Feb. 8                   5:30pm,  Girl Scouts     
Wed., Feb. 9                  9am, sewing group

     6:30pm, Trustees
      7:00pm, Deacons

     8:00pm, AA
Thurs. Feb. 10 
     11:30am, Young at Heart
     7:00pm,Choir, Boy Scouts
2011 Women’s Retreat:  Attention all women of First Church (and their friends)!  Our Women’s Retreat at the beautiful Craigsville Conference Center at the beach will take place over two days this year, September 30 to October 2.  We will arrive Friday afternoon and stay two nights.  This way we will have plenty of time to enjoy our surroundings as well as the fellowship.  If you can’t come on Friday, come on Saturday morning and stay until Sunday!  Please see Robin Grimes if you would like to sign up and also to make a deposit.  The fee for the entire weekend, including meals and accommodations, is $175.00 per person.  You can pay this in installments if you wish.

PASTOR PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE:

The Pastor Parish Relations Committee will be conducting an Evaluation/Appraisal of our Minister in February for all church members to complete. The Evaluation/Appraisal forms will be given to members in February. To be included in this important process all evaluation forms must be returned to the committee by February 27, 2011.  

New Members will be received on February 27th.  If you are interested – please call the office and speak to 

Pastor Frank.


                                                                SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1                     
Just a Reminder!!  Please be sure to let Nancy-June Royce know of anyone who is in need of a card.  Her number is 583-4727
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1REMEMBERING IN PRAYER
Prayers for God’s ongoing presence . . . .

Mark S., military ~ friend of member

Individuals and families going through difficult times
Prayers for those seeking healing . . . .

Eunice N., Peter H., Lorraine F., 
Barbara D., Dolly B., Walter B., Karla D., 
Sue P, Woody S. Walter P.,~ church members

Stacey, Celeste, Sharon, 

Louise, Raymond and Roger~ Relatives of Ray Page

Janet L.,Dottie R., Danny C., Cody
~ friends of Mimi Page

Woody W.,Debbie G. Robert B.,

~friends/brother of Lillian Genthner
Micheline P., friend of the church

Bill P. ~ friend of a member

Cindy W ~ friend of Karen L.

Victoria ~ mother of member

Christopher ~ son of member

Peter B, Jeff B., ~ cousins of Barb W.

Pam C ~ friend of the church

Jerry W ~ brother of Mable Ellison

Nancy M. ~ friend of the church

Steve L ~ friend of Angela M

The Bedard family ~ friends of Lynn M.

Barbara M. ~ friend of Norma Sousa

John F. ~ Friend of Judy & Frank Snyder

Donna ~ friend of Cindy P.

Adrienne ~ friend of member

Lori – niece of member

Chuck – nephew of member
Victoria ~ sister of member

Inez M.,~ neighbor of Anita Allen

Dorothy ~ relative of Fannie Pease

Amanda ~ friend of Sandy Trubounis
The purpose of this Church shall be the worship of God; the preaching, teaching and living of the Gospel as set forth in the Holy Scriptures; the cultivation of Christian character; the development of fellowship; the encouragement of service, justice and peace to all humankind; and unity within this church and the church universal.

















We come to worship. The concern is that we worship the Creator and not the things that we, as humans have created. How easy it is to worship our home - as a place of refuge, or our money - because of what it can do for us. Our art - because we created it with our minds and our hands. In this time & place - we try to be diligent about worshiping in a Trinitarian way with God as Creator, Jesus as Sustainer, and the Holy Spirit as Comforter. Please join us in that spirit.





The income needed each week for the Budget         $  3069.00


                                


  What we received for income from 1/23/2011 $    1228.00


  (Pledges, loose offering, hall rental etc.)  
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